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The challenges we have all faced during the last few weeks are unfamiliar and unprecedented and 

we are extremely grateful to all of you for what you are doing to support your children through this 

difficult time. Their safety and their futures continue to be our primary concern and we will do all 

we can to ensure that their well-being and their learning is protected. 

Since we are unable to be in school, the way that we continue to educate and support pupils in our 

care has had to alter significantly. However, our aspirations for all our students remain the same: 

we know that they have fantastic potential and are entitled to receive the highest possible standards 

of education to support their development into well-rounded and responsible young people who 

will enjoy safe and fulfilling lives as adults and seize the exciting opportunities they are offered. We 

continue to have high expectations of our staff and our students and are fully committed to creating 

learning opportunities that are engaging and challenging. We are lucky and thankful that we have 

enthusiastic staff who are able to meet these challenges positively in the interests of our children. 

We understand that working at home is very different from being in school and that the challenges 

involved can be stressful. Please be assured that we are working hard to find ways to support you 

during these exceptional circumstances. The guides here are designed to help you to establish some 

routines and understand how to access any specific support you may need. We hope that the 

systems we have in place will also enable you to be flexible when needed so that you can organise 

your time and resources at home to benefit your children the most.  

Finally, we want to thank our students for the positive way that they are engaging with their 

education in a new way. It has been lovely to receive messages, work and photos from you that 

show us what you are doing. We hope that the changes we are making will make this even easier 

and we can support you even more to enjoy your learning. We are very proud of you and want the 

best for you.  

 

Now, more than ever, it is important to support children to develop their resilience and their 

independence in learning. These are extremely valuable life-skills and we hope that this handbook 

will guide you through our plans for our ‘virtual school’ at DSLV in the coming weeks. 

 

 

 



E-safety and safeguarding 

 

Technology has enabled us to continue providing an education for our pupils. However, this has 
inevitably involved us all making greater use of online resources and means of communication and 
this means we must remain very vigilant about E-safety and what the children are accessing on line.  
 
Guidance about online safety and resources to support you with this important issue are available 
in all the Google Classrooms in a folder for adults. Children will also be given activities and resources 
to use that can be discussed with you and used to prompt vital conversations about expectations 
for their own behaviour online as well as what to do if they are ever concerned about anything they 
see.  
 
In order to protect your children, please ensure that you have the correct child friendly settings on 
any devices that the children are using. (Guides linked from the Google Classroom will support you 
to do this if you need it). Please also stay in the same room as your child when they are using the 
internet.  
When possible, it is good to sit with your child so that you can support them in their learning and 
also keep a close check on what they are accessing on line. We also need to train our children to act 
responsibly themselves to contribute to a positive internet for everyone. 
 
There is so much fascinating information on the internet and there is so much there for children to 
learn in wonderful new ways, but we all do need to be vigilant to ensure its content that we want 
the children to see and access. We also all need to teach our children the critical skills they need to 
be able to identify material that they might accidentally come across as being unsuitable or 
misinformed so that they close it down and tell an adult quickly.  
 
Useful sites to support you with online safety (that can be accessed from Google Classroom): 
 
Thinkyouknow  https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ 

NSPCC    https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/ 

UK Safer Internet Centre https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/ 

 

CBBC and CBeebies also provide useful ‘age-appropriate’ information that can be accessed at: 

CBBC    https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/44074704 

and  

CBeebies https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/six-tips-teaching-

children-technology?collection=parenthood-tips-and-tricks 
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Our new learning platform 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope this change provides a simpler and more accessible way to access daily interactive activities 

guided by class teachers as well as much simpler and child-friendly feedback and messaging systems. 

Information on how to log in to Google Classrooms has been e-mailed to all families. 

 
Each lesson will make use of video (via YouTube) and PowerPoint to engage the pupils and allow 

them to see and/or hear their class teacher on a daily basis. The learning activity associated with 

each ‘lesson’ will be accessible within the classroom and can then be submitted for feedback. Much 

of the work will be paperless using this system.  

Each teacher will develop their own style of delivering the lessons, much like they would do in their 

own classroom but with some allowances for the virtual world; like asking the children to pause the 

video so that they can answer questions, before moving on to the next section of the video.  It is 

recommended that children have the pencil and exercise book issued by school to hand before 

starting their lessons so they can make notes or practise with the teacher. 

Teachers may still refer children to MyMaths, Lexia, Times Tables Rock Stars and Spelling Shed for 

which logins have already been provided. However, these will be an additional resource to support 

learning beyond the core activities in the virtual lesson.  

We encourage our pupils to take responsibility for their own learning, by logging in to their Google 
Classroom every day and accessing the lessons provided; demonstrating their resilience and 
determination to continue working towards their own goals and achieving their best outcomes. it is 
expected that all pupils access this daily and complete the work set. Just like at school when we take 
the register, we can see who has logged in and can then view the work children are completing. We 
will contact children and families if work is not being completed as expected.  
 

  

We have listened to your feedback in e-

mail and our telephone conversations 

and recognise that there are areas 

where we can make improvements to 

our ‘virtual school’. We have taken the 

decision to change the platform 

through which we deliver our online 

learning to students. From Monday 20th 

April, all work will be available via your 

child’s Google Classroom. 



Daily Expectations 

5 activities will be set each day: 

 English - this could be a reading, writing or a grammar, punctuation & spelling task. 

 Maths - this will include fluency, reasoning and problem-solving aspects of mathematics 

 A foundation subject per day – this will range between Science, History, Geography, RE and 

PSHE.  Individual teachers may choose to rotate these on a weekly basis, for example, all 

lessons one week could be science focussed but the following week a different subject 

delivered, whilst other teachers may choose to do a different subject every day (as 

demonstrated in the timetable below). 

 A PE lesson delivered by Pacesetters. 

 A story time session – this could be a whole book for younger children or a chapter from a 

novel for older year groups.  Class teachers may read this themselves or make use of other 

online author resources. 

 

Sample timetable 

We realise that organising your time may require different timings in different families to fit around 

work and home commitments, but we suggest that you encourage your children, where possible to 

follow a routine. The sample timetable below suggests how you might organise a ‘virtual school’ 

day.  

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  

AM 1 
 

Maths YouTube video or 
PowerPoint 
Maths Activity to 
submit – counting up to 
20 objects 

Maths YouTube 
video or 
PowerPoint 
Maths Activity 
to submit – 
writing numbers 
up to 20 

Maths YouTube 
video or 
PowerPoint 
Maths Activity to 
submit – ordering 
consecutive 
numbers within 
20 

Maths YouTube 
video or 
PowerPoint 
Maths Activity to 
submit – ordering 
non-consecutive 
numbers within 
20 

Maths YouTube video 
or PowerPoint 
Maths Activity to 
submit – mental 
maths facts practise 

Pacesetters PE Pacesetters PE Pacesetters PE Pacesetters PE Pacesetters PE 

20-30 minute BREAK 

AM 2 

English YouTube video 
or PowerPoint 
English Activity to 
submit – reading 
comprehension task 

English YouTube 
video or 
PowerPoint 
English Activity 
to submit – 
word or 
sentence 
structure task  

English YouTube 
video or 
PowerPoint 
English Activity to 
submit – Initial 
writing task 

English YouTube 
video or 
PowerPoint 
English Activity to 
submit – Follow 
up writing task 

English YouTube 
video or PowerPoint 
English Activity to 
submit – Follow up 
writing task 

1 hour LUNCH break 

PM 
 

PSHE YouTube video or 
PowerPoint 
PSHE task to submit 

Science YouTube 
video or 
PowerPoint 
Science task to 
submit 

History YouTube 
video or 
PowerPoint 
History task to 
submit 

Geography 
YouTube video or 
PowerPoint 
Geography task 
to submit 

RE YouTube video or 
PowerPoint 
RE task to submit 

Storytime Storytime Storytime Storytime Celebration Assembly 

Optional 
Additional 
Learning 

Lexia 
Spelling Shed 
TTRS 



Feedback 

Teachers will provide feedback on work completed to an acceptable standard.  Whilst teachers may 

not ‘virtual mark’ every piece that is submitted, a selection of work will be responded to each day, 

teachers will often give a  ‘next step’ which pupils can then respond to for their own development.   

 

Celebrating Success 

Teachers will continue to award work merits when children have made a particular effort with their 

learning. On a Friday, we will also hold a celebration assembly as we would each week in school.   

 

Each teacher will nominate a pupil from their class for the Star of the Week and these will be 

revealed (certificates will be emailed out to parents).  This will also be an opportunity to celebrate 

good examples of work completed and keep the children in touch with what is happening generally. 

 

  



Basic Expectations 

The Academy will ensure that:  

Teaching staff set regular tasks that help the children to consolidate existing learning.   

Teaching staff will be available on weekdays from 9am – 4pm to answer any work-related questions 

via Google Classrooms or their work e-mail address. 

Every student and family will be called fortnightly to check on their well-being (physical and 

emotional), as well as to offer/signpost any available support.   

Exercises to encourage good physical well-being will be included within the weekly timetable.  

Resources to encourage good emotional well-being will be included within the weekly timetable.  

Staff will award Star of the Week certificates to celebrate success.   

 

Students will ensure that:  

Any academic work set for them will be completed to the best of their ability.  

They or their parent/carer will contact individual members of teaching staff for support with their 

academic work if and when necessary.  

They or their parent/carer will contact their teacher if they have any concerns with their physical or 

emotional wellbeing.   

 

Parents/carers will ensure that:  

They encourage their child to complete the academic work set for them to the best of their ability.  

They either contact individual teachers themselves or encourage their child to do so, if any support 

is required to complete/understand the academic work set.  

They either contact individual teachers themselves or encourage their child to do so, if they have 

any concerns with their child’s physical or emotional wellbeing, as well as their own.   

Any communication with staff is polite, courteous and professional at all times.  

 

Staff development and training 

At DSLV, we will continue to support staff in and out of school to provide the highest quality teaching 

materials possible and to promote our high expectations for our learning community. Staff will 

continue to meet regularly via online meetings to share best practice and develop new skills and 

ideas. They also regularly undertake online training modules via Educare. In addition, we continue 

to be involved with regional networks to promote staff development and quality assurance.  

 

 



Staff Contact Information 

Below are staff e-mail addresses in case you need to contact us: 

 
Mrs Cadd Joanne.Cadd@E-ACT.org.uk 

Mrs Taylor - BaSE Rachael.Taylor@E-ACT.org.uk 

Mrs Lake – Nursery Paula.Lake@E-ACT.org.uk  

Mrs Haynes – Reception Gemma.Haynes@E-ACT.org.uk 

Mr Cook – Year 1 Kieran.Cook@E-ACT.org.uk 

Miss Collier – Year 2 Suzy.Collier@E-ACT.org.uk 

Mrs Smith – Year 2 Joan.Smith@E-ACT.org.uk 

Mrs Austin – Year 3 Linda.Austin@E-ACT.org.uk 

Mrs Stowe – Year 3 Lyn.Stowe@E-ACT.org.uk 

Miss Brain – Year 4 Rhian.Brain@E-ACT.org.uk 

Mrs Greenwood – Year 4 Angela.Greenwood@E-ACT.org.uk 

Mr. Newton – Year 5 Pete.Newton@E-ACT.org.uk 

Mrs Watson – Year 6 Katherine.Watson@E-ACT.org.uk 

Mrs Watts – Year 6 Sophie.Watts@E-ACT.org,.uk 


